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NEWS RELEASE 
 
For Immediate Release: 
 

Abington Educational Foundation 

Appoints Its First Executive Director 

 
The Abington Educational Foundation of the Abington School District has appointed 

Erin McKenna Zimmerman as its first Executive Director.  Ms. Zimmerman joins the 

Foundation with more than 15 years of development experience, most recently serving 

as the Director of Individual Giving at The Franklin Institute in Philadelphia where she 

led a team responsible for achieving upward of $3 million in annual and major gifts.  She 

is a parent in the Abington School District with two daughters who attend McKinley 

Elementary School. 

     Prior to The Franklin Institute, Ms. Zimmerman was Director of Investor & 

Community Relations at Select Greater Philadelphia, an affiliate of the Greater 

Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce, where she was charged with securing $3 million 

annually to fund the organization’s economic development and business attraction 

efforts.  

     Ms. Zimmerman earned her B.A. at St. Joseph’s University. She is a member of the 

Association of Fundraising Professionals and has served on the Board of Directors of 

the Greater Philadelphia Women’s Medical Fund and All Saints’ Episcopal Day School. 

     The Abington Educational Foundation has been led by a Board of community 

volunteers for more than 20 years and looks forward to having a dedicated professional 

to advance its primary goal of enriching the educational opportunities for the students of 

the Abington School District.  

 
Background on the Abington Educational Foundation 
 
The Abington Educational Foundation (AEF) is a nonprofit organization created to raise 
funds to support programs and activities that enhance and expand the curriculum, arts, 



and cultural programs of the Abington School District. AEF has made important 
contributions to the students in the Abington School District, including:  
 

- Establishing the Silver Pen Award, designed to recognize sixth-grade students 
submitting winning essays in a district-wide competition.  

- Providing support toward the construction of the Stephen A. Schwarzman 
Stadium at Abington Senior High School. 

- Raising $100,000 to support the purchase of electronic digital whiteboards for 
classrooms. 

- Funding the continual addition of Chromebooks in classrooms to enhance 
student learning. 

- Granting an average of $10,000 annually to fund innovative teacher grants, 
which have supported initiatives such as the Buddies Program at Abington 
Senior High School and robotics programs at several district schools. 
 

 

Contact information: 

 

Erin McKenna Zimmerman 

Executive Director 

Abington Educational Foundation 

Office 215.517.2888 

Mobile 215.605.3257  

ezimmerman@aef-pa.org 

www.aef-pa.org 
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