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The Abington Educational Foundation is bringing back 
the ‘60s this November. 

Or the ‘80s. Or ‘70s. Really, whichever decade you prefer! 
 
 
The Abington Educational Foundation (AEF) is hosting a Decades Party fundraiser on Friday, November 11 from 
7:00 pm to 11:00 pm at the North Hills Country Club, 99 Station Avenue; North Hills, PA 19038. Proceeds from the 
event continue AEF’s mission, which is to raise funds to support Abington School District initiatives, promoting 
projects and activities that enrich, enhance and expand the curriculum, arts and cultural programs students in the 
school district. 
 
Guests are encouraged to come dressed representing their favorite decade. The $75 ticket price includes a buffet 
dinner and one free beverage ticket. The event will feature music, dancing, and games indicative of past decades. 
There will also be a Decades Trivia Contest with prizes. 
 
“It promises to be a really good time and a great party celebrating our amazing Abington School District and all of 
the administration, faculty, staff, students and families that comprise it,” said Phyllis Jablonowski, chair of the 
Foundation’s Board of Directors. “If you are an alumnus of Abington schools, have children in any of the district 
schools, are related to people who work for the school district – or have any kind of connection – we hope you 
come out and support the AEF on the 11th as we continue to raise funds to support our schools and, most 
importantly, the students who attend them.” 
 
According to Jablonowski, the Decades Party also serves as something of a coming out party for the AEF, which was 
established in 1992 but to date has had a fairly low profile with regard to awareness in the community. 
 
“We have done some wonderful things in the nearly 25 years we have existed, but we have been largely under the 
radar,” Jablonowski explained. 
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Background 
In fact, the AEF’s contributions have been significant. In 2002, the Foundation established the Silver Pen Award, 
which was designed to recognize sixth-grade students submitting winning essays in a district-wide competition. 
The AEF continues to fund the competition annually. 
 
The AEF partnered with the school district, parent associations, the Abington Alumni Association and the 
community at large in raising $1.3 million to construct the Stephen A. Schwarzman Stadium at the Senior High 
School. 
 
In 2007, AEF raised $100,000 to support the purchase of electronic digital whiteboards for elementary school 
classrooms and training in their use for all staff members. Other recent contributions include $25,000 for the 
Bringing Your Own Technology pilot project at the Senior High School, $55,000 for Chromebooks, and $10,000 for 
innovative teacher grants, which have supported initiatives such as the Buddies Program at the Abington Senior 
High and robotics programs at several district schools. 
 
“We believe by raising our profile and increasing awareness of the AEF in ways we haven’t previously, it will 
enable us to, in turn, raise more money that we can give back to support Abington School District. In the end, it’s 
our students who benefit,” explained Jablonowski. 
 
To that end, in the last 18 months the Foundation has expanded its Board of Directors, re-energized its committees, 
initiated a website overhaul and hired its first dedicated staff member, Executive Director Erin Zimmerman, who 
has been speaking throughout the district at the various Open Houses to begin the school year. 
 
“It has been such a pleasure getting around to all the schools this fall and meeting, not only all the families, but the 
faculty and staff at all the district schools,” said Zimmerman. “I’m really looking forward to working with the School 
District, all the parent organizations, the Alumni Association, and our parents to advance the Abington Educational 
Foundation’s mission benefit our kids. 
  
“I hope I’ll be able to meet more of our parents and have the chance to get to know some more people personally 
on November 11 at the Decades Party,” Zimmerman continued. “People really should come out – it’s a perfect 
opportunity to support our schools and have a great evening with friends and colleagues at the same time!” 
 
Tickets for the Decades Party can be purchased by contacting Zimmerman at ezimmerman@aef-pa.org, by calling 
215-517-2888 or by visiting www.aef-pa.org. Tickets are also available at all Abington School offices. 
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